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Their last long journey together was to India, in
1909. She hoped that it would mean a rest for him.
But she went with a certain foreboding, and, for once,
she was uneasy at leaving the children. There was a
pleasantly lazy voyage out in a shipload of returning
sahibs. As they sighted India, they noted the remarkable
change which came over their fellow travellers. "They
appear on the morning of landing in their helmets.
Novels, flirtations and listlessness are things of the past.
They are energetic; they are again imperial and
imperious; they are of the governing caste, the masters
of men."

The book in which MacDonald subsequently summar-
ised his Indian impressions and opinions (The Awakening
of India.) 1910) crams into a comparatively small space
an astonishing amount of observation, insight and pro-
phetic common sense. It exhibits the extraordinarily
wide range of the author's political gifts. It is penetra-
ting, lucid and concise. It has been described as the best
short book on India ever written by a tourist. From the
economics of the Bengal Land Settlement to the inter-
play of mysticism and politics in the Hindu mind, the
writer pierces to near the heart of almost every facet of
the intricate political problem of India. It is the work
of an essentially balanced mind, refreshingly free from
bitterness and prejudice. Though he has searching
criticisms to make of British rule, and lays his finger on
weaknesses then scarcely recognised, he is no indis-
criminate partisan, and shuts his eyes neither to the
merits of the rulers nor the shortcomings of the ruled.
The memory of "Paget M.P.," Kipling's celebrated satire
on the sentimental touring Radical anti-imperialist, was
affectionately treasured, as MacDonald soon discovered,
in every Mess and Government House in India, and
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